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Raffle Fundraiser  

The FWCGCSA will once again hold a golf raffle to help offset some  

of our operating costs.  We were able to raise over $2,500 this past  

Spring to help fund events like our Vendor Day and Chapter Championship,  

and it is important to get as much help as possible to make this a successful raffle.   

Tickets will remain $5 each or 5 tickets for $20.  The original packets were distributed 

at the Bud Quandt Tournament, but plenty are still available!  Tickets and funds will be col-

lected at the Vendor Day event later this month, with the drawing will to be held the following 

week. 

 
 

BRING MONEY AND TICKETS TO VENDOR DAY!!  If you 

are not able to attend, please contact a member of the Board so 

that we can pick them up before the drawing.  If you need                     

additional tickets to sell, please let us know ASAP!   
 

 

I would like to thank those of you that participated in the annual Bud-Quandt chapter fundraiser 

at Tampa Palms. Special thanks to Wesco Turf for being the signature sponsor, and to Harrells, 

Golf Ventures and Pro Source One for being Platinum sponsors. Special thanks to Bill Kistler 

and his staff for a wonderful day 

Our November chapter meeting at The Dunes was well attended. I would like to thank Mark 

Guyer and his staff for a wonderful day. Barry Troutman presented the education for the day. He 

stressed the importance of BMPs and directed all of us to start going through the checklist in the 

BMP booklet that was provided to all who attended. If you do not have a copy of the BMP book-

let, we still have a few copies left.  Give me a call and I will get one to you. 

Please support the raffle! The raffle tickets will be due December 15, 2009 at the Vendor Day. 

Only $5 per ticket, and the chance to win a foursome at 20 different golf courses in the Tampa 

Bay area. Remember that we need to support the raffle in order to help offset the costs of events 

such as Vendor Day and the Chapter Championship. 

Thanks to our grass roots efforts in making calls and writing letters to Congress, the efforts to 

slow the methyl bromide cancellation were successful. It is hoped that the EPA would now agree 

to a 3-4 year phase out schedule, but even in the worst case scenario, it is likely that the phase 

out would be no sooner than the end of 2011, with the end users able to use packaged material 

until supply is exhausted. This is one example of the importance of the GCSAA and staying 

involved with your local chapter. 

December will be the last hard copy of the newsletter unless you request one. From this date 

forward, they will be e-mailed. In this economy we are trying to save as much as we can, while 

also supporting the move to a paperless system with less waste. 

We are thinking about a round table discussion in January. If anyone would like to submit a 

topic they would like to have discussed, please let a board member know. January 5, 2010 is the 

F.T.G.A. seminar in Tampa at the St. Lawrence Hall. February 15 is the Benevolent Fundraiser 

tournament at East Lake Woodlands. 

I hope everyone has a great holiday season and we look forward to seeing you soon. 

Duane VanEtten, FWCGCSA President 
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By Steve Hritsko 

On Tuesday, November 17th Golf Course Superintendent 

Mark Guyer and the Dunes Golf Club played host for the 

November meeting.  This jewel of a golf course sits just 

north of Weeki Wachee Springs, the historic home of Flor-

idaôs mermaids. It could be easily mistaken for one of the 

courses at fabled Pinehurst with its abundant slash pines 

and sand dunes.  Originally opened in the mid eighties as 

Seville Country Club, this Art Hills design is quickly gain-

ing a reputation as a playerôs course and a must play when 

visiting the west coast.  The day began with a continental 

breakfast and fellowship on the out door patio overlooking 

the newly renovated practice facility.  The business meeting 

got us current on chapter operations, fundraising, and up-

coming events.  Barry Troutman, Ph D. Vice President of 

Technical Services for the Valley Crest Companies edu-

cated us on The Best Management Practices Manual for 

Florida Golf Courses.  Barry stressed the importence of 

reading and understanding this manual as it was written as a 

helpful guideline for superintendents.  The meeting was 

adjourned and the grill fired up by the friendly F & B Staff 

of the Dunes.  A 12:30 shotgun start featured 32 players 

ready to test their skill on a perfect day for golf.   The 

Dunes was once a test bombing range in the 30ôs and 40ôs 

for US pilots leaving behind many sand craters that were 

incorporated into the design.  In 2007, Art Hills was called 

upon to tweak the original just a bit.  A square tee box along 

with expansion of the sand dunes to accommodate addi-

tional drainage now gives the Dunes additional character 

not often seen on a public golf course.  Did I mention the 

Greens?  The tee shot here is not overly difficult with lots of 

room off the tee but the greens are treacherous.  Art incor-

porated a lot of roll into the design of these large putting 

surfaces to mirror the surrounding, rolling terrain.  Include 

fast and smooth into that equation and you have one unique 

track that is really fun to play. 

Special thanks to Mark Guyer, his Assistant Roger Ed-

wards, and the rest of the maintenance staff for the out-

standing playing conditions.  The course played fast and 

was as clean as any Iôve been on this year.  Great Job 

Guyer!!   A big shout out to GM and Director of Golf Jim 

Cocchi and his wonderful staff for having us for the day.  

Jim has always been a big supporter of the GCSAA and is 

seen at many of our events each year.  Thanks Coach!!  

Finally, please be sure to RSVP for Vendor day next month.  

We may call upon some of you to invite your assistant as 

we need to pre- match a superintendent with a Vendor for 

the days two man 6, 6, 6 format. 

Have a Holiday and see you at TPC! 

 

FWCGCSA Heads North to Play in the Dunes  

Above, Lunch is served!  Below, Roger       
Edwards and Mark Guyer take a quick 

break to pose for a picture ! 

GOLF RESULTS 

          Gross                                          Net 

  1.  Eric Keister   Mike Zolman 

  2.  Jason Richards  Curt Lampe 

  3.  Duane VanEtten Chris Leahy 

         Closet to the Pin 

         #6     Jon Tutko           #13     Jon Tutko 

  #8     Eric Keister        #16     Mike Zolman 


